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Appendix 1

Levelling-up and Regeneration Act 2023

2023 CHAPTER 55

An Act to make provision for the setting of levelling-up missions and reporting on progress in delivering them: about local democracy; about
town and country planning; about Community Infrastructure Levy: about the imposition of Infrastructure Levy; about environmental outcome
reports for certain consents and plans; about nutrient pollution standards; about regeneration; about the compulsory purchase of land; about
information and records relating to land, the environment or heritage; about the registration of short-term rental properties: for the provision
for pavement licences to be permanent; about governance of the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors; about the charging of fees in
conneclion with marine licences; for a body to replace the Health and Safety Executive as the building safety regulator; about the transfer of
land for Academy schools; about the review of maps of open country and registered common land; about the regulation of childminding;
about qualifying leases under the Building Safety Act 2022; about road user charging schemes in London; about Mational Parks, areas of
outstanding nafural beauty and the Broads; and for connected purposes.

[26th October 2023]

Be 1T ENACTED by the King's most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons,
in this present Parliament assembled. and by the authority of the same, as follows:—

Council tax

Long-term empty dwellings: England
(1) Insection 11B of the Local Government Finance Act 1992 (higher amount for long-term empty dwellings: England)}—
(a) after subsection (1C) inseri—

“1D)  In exercising its functions under this seclion a billing authority must have regard to any guidance
izsued by the Secretary of State ™;

(b) in subsection (8), for “2 years™ substitute *1 year".

(2) The amendments made by subsection (1) have effect for financial years beginning on or after 1 April 2024 (and, in relafion to
the amendment made by subsection (1)(b), it does not matter whether the period menfioned in section 11E(8) of the Local
Government Finance Act 1992 begins before this section comes info force).

Dwellings occupied periodically; England
(1) The Local Government Finance Act 1992 is amended in accordance with subsections (2) and (3).
(2)  After section 11B (higher amount for long-term empty dwellings: England) insert—
Higher amount for dwellings occupied periodically: England

(1) For any financial year, a billing authority in England may by determination provide in relation to its area, or such
part of its area as it may specify in the determination, that if on any day the conditions mentioned in subsection
(2) are satisfied in respect of a dwelling—

(&) the discount under section 11(2)(a) does not apply. and

(by  the amount of council tax payable in respect of that dwelling and that day is increased by such
percentage of not more than 100 as it may specify in the determination.

(2)  The conditions are—
(a) there is no resident of the dwelling, and
(b) the dwelling is substantially furnished.

{3)  Abilling authority’s first determination under this section must be made at least one year before the beginning of
the financial year to which it relates.

(4) In exercising its functions under this section a billing authority must have regard to any guidance issued by the
Secretary of State.

(8)  Where a defermination under this section has effect in relation to a class of dwellings—

(a) the billing authority may not make a determination under section 11A(3), (4) or {4A) in relation to that
class, and

(b) any determination that has been made under section 11A(3), (4) or (4A) ceases to have effect in
relation fo that class.

(6) A billing authority may make a determination varying or revoking a determination under this section for a financial
vear, but only before the beginning of the year.

{7y Where a billing authority makes a determinafion under this section it must publish a notice of the determination in
at least one newspaper circulafing in the area.

(8) The notice must be published before the end of the period of 21 days beginning with the date of the
determination.

{9) The validity of the determination is not affected by a failure to comply with subsection {7} or (&).
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2)

(3)

4)

Section 11C: regulations

The Secretary of State may by regulations prescribe one or more classes of dwelling in relation to which a billing
authority may not make a determination under section 11C.

A class of dwellings may be prescribed under subsection (1) by reference to such factors as the Secretary of
State thinks fit and may, amongst other factors, be prescribed by reference to—

(a) the physical characteristics of, or other matters relating to, dwellings;

(b) the circumstances of, or other matters relating to, any person who is liable to the amount of council tax
concemed.

The Secretary of State may by regulations specify a different percentage limit for the limit which is for the time
heing specified in section 11C(1)(b).

A statutory instrument containing regulations made under subsection (3) may not be made unless a draft of the
instrument has been approved by resolufion of the House of Commons.”

(3) Inconsequence of the amendment made by subsection (2)—

(a)
()
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)

in section 11 (discounts), in subsection (2), after “11B" insert *, 11C";

in section 11A (discounis: special provision for England), in subsection (4C}, at the end insert “and 11C(5)";

in section 13 (reduced amounts), in subsection (3), after “11B" insert *, 11C”;

in section 66 (judicial review), in subsection (2)(b), after “11B" insert °, 11C7;

in section 67 (functions to be discharged only by authority), in subsection (2)(a), after “11B insert =, 11C™;

in section 113 {orders and regulations), in subsection (3), after “under section” insert “11D{3).";

in Schedule 2 (administration), in paragraph 4(7), after “: England),” insert “11C(1)(b) (higher amount for dwellings
occupied periodically: England),”.

(4)  Adetermination for the purposes of section 11C of the Local Government Finance Act 1992 as inserted by subsection (2) may
not relate to a financial year beginning hefore 1 April 2024 {but this does not affect the requirement for the determination to be
made at least one year before the beginning of the financial year to which it relates).



